
CURRICULUM LINKS
J u n i o r  C y c l e

P o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  I r e l a n d 

i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e 

2 0 t h  c e n t u r y

L e a v i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e

T h e  p u r s u i t  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  a n d  t h e 

i m p a c t  o f  p a r t i t i o n  1 9 1 2 - 1 9 4 9 :

P e r s p e c t i v e s :  p o l i t i c s  a n d 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s o c i e t y  a n d 

e c o n o m y ,  c u l t u r e  a n d  r e l i g i o n 

( i d e n t i t y )

K e y  c o n c e p t s :  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  r e p u b l i c

M o v e m e n t s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l 

r e f o r m ,  1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 4

K e y  c o n c e p t s :  d e m o c r a c y ,  p o l i t i c a l 

a g i t a t i o n

A r t

HAVE A CONVERSATION:  
W h y  d o  p e o p l e  u s e  f l a g s ?

( R e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  v i s i b i l i t y , 
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  c o h e s i o n  w i t h i n  a  g r o u p ,  t r a d i t i o n 
a n d  s e n s e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y ,  e . g .  t h a t  g r o u p  h a s 
e x i s t e d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e … )

FLAGS AND INTERNATIONAL SIMILARITIES

•  C o m p a r e  t h e  I r i s h  T r i c o l o u r  t o  o t h e r 
n a t i o n a l  f l a g s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y 
a n d  t h e  f l a g  o f  t h e  H e l g a  ( s e e  ‘ r e l a t e d 
o b j e c t s ’ )  t o  o t h e r  f l a g s  w i t h i n  t h e  B r i t i s h 
E m p i r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  –  w h a t  a r e 
s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  d e s i g n ?

IRISH FLAGS AND CHANGEABILITY  
OF REPRESENTATION

•  Research  d i f ferent  h is tor i c  and  contemporary 
vers ions  of  the  I r i sh  f lag ,  for  example  the 
Tr i co lour  and the  green  f lag  w i th  a  harp  or 
sunburst .  What  do  the  co lours  and images  of 
these  f lags  symbol i se? 

•  W h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  g r o u p s  f i r s t  d e s i g n e d 
a n d  u s e d  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  f l a g s ?

•  What  d id  “ I re land”  compr ise  when these  f lags 
were  f i rs t  in t roduced?  (A  sovere ign  po l i t i ca l 
s ta te ,  a  group of  people  w i th  the  a im to 
ach ieve  po l i t i ca l  independence ,  a  group of 
people  inhab i t ing  a  cer ta in  p lace ,  republ i can , 
nat iona l i s t  or  un ion is t  I re land? . . . )

POST PRIMARY     
        SCHOOL

YOU CAN VIEW THIS OBJECT  
IN THE PROCLAIMING  
A REPUBLIC EXHIBITION
C O L L I N S  B A R R A C K S ,  
B E N B U R B  S T ,  D U B L I N  7

Proclaiming a Republic Exhibition

Soldiers & Chiefs Exhibition

IRISH REPUBLIC FLAG
R e l a t e d  O b j e c t s :  

P l o u g h  a n d  S t a r s  F l a g ,  G r e e n  F l a g  w i t h  H a r p , 

F l a g  o f  B  C o m p a n y ,  N a  F i a n n a  É i r e a n n ,  F l a g  o f 

t h e  R e d  C r o s s ,  E n s i g n  o f  H e l g a

THINGS TO THINK AND TALK ABOUT

http://microsites.museum.ie/1916objectstories/RelatedObject?Ys14aGmNM6w%3d


POST PRIMARY     
        SCHOOL

•  T h e  s a m e  f l a g  o r  s y m b o l  c a n  b e  u s e d  b y 
s t a t e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s :  T h e  I r i s h 
T r i c o l o u r  i s  t h e  f l a g  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f 
I r e l a n d  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  u s e d  b y  n a t i o n a l i s t s  i n 
N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .

•  O f f i c i a l  s t a t e  s y m b o l s  i n  m o d e r n 
d e m o c r a c i e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  m e a n t  t o  r e p r e s e n t 
e v e r y o n e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  D o  y o u 
f e e l  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  I r i s h  s t a t e  s y m b o l s 
s u c h  a s  t h e  T r i c o l o u r ,  t h e  h a r p ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
a n t h e m ,  c o i n s  o r  b a n k n o t e s ?  D o  y o u  f e e l 
t h e i r  d e s i g n s  a r e  r e l e v a n t  ( w h y  o r  w h y  n o t ) ?

ART & DESIGN 
ACTIVITY: 

•  Des ign  a  symbol  for  an  I r i sh  Republ i c  f lag 
today .  In  your  op in ion ,  what  aspect (s )  o f  I r i sh 
soc ie ty  or  h is tory  would  i t  need to  represent?

•  Develop a design for a f lag of a group that you 
are member of or for a f lag that you would f ly 
to demonstrate a cause.   Focus on the symbolic 
meaning of images and colour you may use.

RESOURCES
I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  s y m b o l i c 
m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  I r i s h  f l a g :  
h t t p s : / / w w w . s c o i l n e t . i e / i r i s h f l a g / 

I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  I r i s h  C i t i z e n s  A r m y ’ s  S t a r 
&  P l o u g h  f l a g ,  i n c l u d i n g  J u n i o r  C y c l e  L e s s o n 
P l a n ,  o n  t h e  R T E  C e n t e n a r y  W e b s i t e :  
h t t p : / / w w w . r t e . i e / c e n t u r y i r e l a n d / i n d e x . p h p /
a r t i c l e s / p l o u g h - a n d - t h e - s t a r s - f l a g - o b j e c t -
n a t i o n a l - m u s e u m - o f - i r e l a n d 

A r t i c l e  b y  R a c h e l  P h e l a n ,  T h e  C i t i z e n  A r m y ’ s 
‘ S t a r r y  P l o u g h ’  F l a g ,  H i s t o r y  I r e l a n d ,  I s s u e  6 , 
V o l .  2 2 ,  N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 4 :  
h t t p : / / w w w . h i s t o r y i r e l a n d . c o m / v o l u m e - 2 2 / c i t i z e n -
a r m y s - s t a r r y - p l o u g h - f l a g / 

B u r e a u  o f  M i l i t a r y  H i s t o r y ,  w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t  b y 
D i a r m u i d  L y n c h  ( I R B )  o n  t h e  f l a g s  f l o w n  i n  1 9 1 6 
b y  t h e  r e b e l s ,  p p . 2 - 6 :  
h t t p : / / w w w . b u r e a u o f m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y . i e / r e e l s / b m h /
B M H . W S 0 1 2 0 . p d f # p a g e = 1 

READING

M o r r i s ,  E w a n ,  O u r  O w n  D e v i c e s .  N a t i o n a l 
S y m b o l s  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  C o n f l i c t  i n  T w e n t i e t h -
C e n t u r y  I r e l a n d ,  I r i s h  A c a d e m i c  P r e s s :  D u b l i n , 
P o r t l a n d  2 0 0 5 .  p p .  2 6 - 2 8 . 

IRISH REPUBLIC FLAG
R e l a t e d  O b j e c t s :  

P l o u g h  a n d  S t a r s  F l a g ,  G r e e n  F l a g  w i t h  H a r p , 

F l a g  o f  B  C o m p a n y ,  N a  F i a n n a  É i r e a n n ,  F l a g  o f 

t h e  R e d  C r o s s ,  E n s i g n  o f  H e l g a

https://www.scoilnet.ie/irishflag/
http://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/plough-and-the-stars-flag-object-national-museum-of-ireland
http://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/plough-and-the-stars-flag-object-national-museum-of-ireland
http://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/plough-and-the-stars-flag-object-national-museum-of-ireland
http://www.historyireland.com/volume-22/citizen-armys-starry-plough-flag/
http://www.historyireland.com/volume-22/citizen-armys-starry-plough-flag/
http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0120.pdf#page=1
http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0120.pdf#page=1



