
CURRICULUM LINKS
H i s t o r y

J u n i o r  C y c l e

S o c i a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y :

C h a n g i n g  l i f e - s t y l e s  i n  I r e l a n d  f r o m 

c . 1 9 0 0

L e a v i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e

M o v e m e n t s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l 

r e f o r m ,  1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 4

P e r s p e c t i v e s :  P o l i t i c s  a n d 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r s )

TRANSPORT
•  W h a t  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  d i d  p e o p l e  u s e 

i n  I r e l a n d  i n  1 9 1 6  a n d  w h a t  w e r e  t h e i r 
a d v a n t a g e s  o r  d i s a d v a n t a g e s ? 
E l e c t r i f i e d  t r a m s ,  b i c y c l e s  a n d  h o r s e  a n d 
c a r t  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  k i n d s  o f  t r a n s p o r t .  T h e 
o w n e r s h i p  o f  p r i v a t e  m o t o r c a r s  w a s  a l s o  o n 
t h e  r i s e  i n  I r e l a n d .  T h e  c a r  w a s  w i d e l y  u s e d 
i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  R i s i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  t o 
t r a n s p o r t  a r m s ,  a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  t o  d e l i v e r 
m e s s a g e s .  M i c h a e l  J o s e p h  O ’ R a h i l l y  ( ‘ T h e 
O ’ R a h i l l y ’ ) ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  o f 
t h e  I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r s ,  o w n e d  a  m o t o r c a r .  I t 
w a s  u s e d  t o  f e t c h  s u p p l i e s  a n d  a s  p a r t  o f  a 
b a r r i c a d e  d u r i n g  E a s t e r  W e e k .

•  H o w  d i d  t h e  r e b e l s  m o v e  a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y 
d u r i n g  t h e  R i s i n g ?

•  U s i n g  a  h i s t o r i c  m a p  o f  D u b l i n  o r  y o u r 
l o c a l  a r e a ,  i d e n t i f y  m a j o r  t r a n s p o r t  l i n k s . 
W h y  d i d  t h e  r e b e l s  t r y  t o  o c c u p y  a n d  b l o c k 
r a i l w a y  l i n e s  i n  1 9 1 6 ?

R e s e a r c h  A c t i v i t y

“You will  provide yourself  with a bicycle 
and a street map of Dublin City…”

J o s e p h  P l u n k e t t ,  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o r d e r ,  
2 2 n d  A p r i l  1 9 1 6

•  F i n d  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s ,  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s 
a n d  w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  o r 
m e n t i o n  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  u s e d  b y  t h e 
r e b e l s ,  B r i t i s h  A r m y  a n d  c i v i l i a n s  i n  1 9 1 6 . 
D o e s  y o u r  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  m e n t i o n  w h o 
u s e d  t h e  b i c y c l e  o r  v e h i c l e  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y 
w e r e  g o i n g ?  D i d  t h e  p e r s o n  h a v e  t o  t r a v e l 
f a r ?

THINGS TO THINK AND TALK ABOUT

POST PRIMARY     
        SCHOOL

YOU CAN VIEW THIS OBJECT  
IN THE PROCLAIMING  
A REPUBLIC EXHIBITION
C O L L I N S  B A R R A C K S ,  
B E N B U R B  S T ,  D U B L I N  7

Proclaiming a Republic Exhibition

Soldiers & Chiefs Exhibition

BICYCLE
R e l a t e d  O b j e c t :  

I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r  U n i f o r m



POST PRIMARY     
        SCHOOL

IRISH VOLUNTEERS
T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s  w e r e  a l s o 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r s .  M e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r s  w e r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b u y 
t h e i r  o w n  u n i f o r m s .  T h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  u n i f o r m s 
w a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  w o r n  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  A r m y . 
N o t  e v e r y  V o l u n t e e r  c o u l d  a f f o r d  a  f u l l 
u n i f o r m .  M a n y  r e b e l s  t h e r e f o r e  f o u g h t  i n 
c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  w e a r i n g  j u s t  a  b a n d o l i e r  o r 
p a r t  o f  a  f u l l  u n i f o r m .

IN THE MUSEUM

•  V i s i t  t h e  P r o c l a i m i n g  a  R e p u b l i c :  T h e  1 9 1 6 
R i s i n g  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m 
a n d  f i n d  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e 
u s e d  b y  I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r s .  D e s c r i b e  w h a t 
t h e s e  o b j e c t s  l o o k  l i k e ,  w h o  u s e d  t h e m  a n d 
w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u s e d  f o r . 
T i p :  S t a r t  y o u r  s e a r c h  i n  t h e  l a r g e  m i d d l e 
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n ,  w h i c h  l o o k s  a t 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g a r r i s o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  R i s i n g .

DRAWING AND DISCUSSION

•  F i n d  a  f u l l  u n i f o r m  o f  a n  I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r 
i n  t h e  M u s e u m  o r  a n  i m a g e  o n l i n e  a n d 
m a k e  a  d r a w i n g  o f  i t s  d e t a i l s .  D i s c u s s  w h y 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  w e r e  n e e d e d ,  w h a t 
m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  u s e d  a n d  w h y  t h e  c o l o u r 
g r e e n  w a s  u s e d . 
T i p :  I n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m ,  y o u  c a n  f i n d 
I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r  u n i f o r m s  i n  t h e  P r o c l a i m i n g 
a  R e p u b l i c :  T h e  1 9 1 6  R i s i n g ,  A s g a r d  a n d 
S o l d i e r s  &  C h i e f s  e x h i b i t i o n s . 

RESOURCES
B u r e a u  o f  M i l i t a r y  H i s t o r y :  
h t t p : / / w w w . b u r e a u o f m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y . i e / 

Y o u  c a n  d o  a  k e y  w o r d  s e a r c h  t o  f i n d  r e l e v a n t 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  1 9 1 6 ,  i n c l u d i n g 
m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t .

R T E  C e n t e n a r y  W e b s i t e :  
h t t p : / / w w w . r t e . i e / c e n t u r y i r e l a n d / i n d e x . p h p /
a r t i c l e s / t h e - r o l e - o f - t h e - m o t o r c a r - d u r i n g - t h e -
1 9 1 6 - r i s i n g

VISIT: 

C y c l i n g  t h e  C o u n t r y  –  E x h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
M u s e u m  o f  I r e l a n d  –  C o u n t r y  L i f e ,  C o .  M a y o :  
h t t p : / / w w w . m u s e u m . i e / C o u n t r y - L i f e / E x h i b i t i o n s /
C u r r e n t - E x h i b i t i o n s / C y c l i n g - t h e - C o u n t r y

G P O  W i t n e s s  H i s t o r y  
h t t p : / / w w w . g p o w i t n e s s h i s t o r y . i e / v i s i t / 

BICYCLE
R e l a t e d  O b j e c t :  

I r i s h  V o l u n t e e r  U n i f o r m

http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/
http://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/the-role-of-the-motorcar-during-the-1916-rising
http://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/the-role-of-the-motorcar-during-the-1916-rising
http://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/the-role-of-the-motorcar-during-the-1916-rising
http://www.museum.ie/Country-Life/Exhibitions/Current-Exhibitions/Cycling-the-Country
http://www.museum.ie/Country-Life/Exhibitions/Current-Exhibitions/Cycling-the-Country
http://www.gpowitnesshistory.ie/visit/

