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C h a n g e  a n d  c o n t i n u i t y

S y n t h e s i s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n

P o l i t i c s ,  c o n f l i c t  a n d  s o c i e t y

1 9 1 6  a n d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e

Nat ional ,  European and wider  ident i t ies

L i f e ,  s o c i e t y ,  w o r k  a n d  c u l t u r e  i n 

t h e  p a s t

L a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  i n  l a t e  1 9 t h  a n d 

e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  I r e l a n d

V i s u a l  A r t s

P r i n t

L o o k i n g  a n d  r e s p o n d i n g

H o w  p r i n t s  a r e  m a d e

A n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  l i n e  a n d  c o l o u r

Social ,  personal  and health education

M y s e l f  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  w o r l d

D e v e l o p i n g  C i t i z e n s h i p ,  a w a r e n e s s  o r 

c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s

L e a r n i n g  f r o m  l o o k i n g  a n d  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e 
i m a g e

•  W h a t  w o r d s  w o u l d  y o u  u s e  i n  d e s c r i b i n g 
t h e  f i g u r e  o n  t h e  l e f t  ( t a l l ,  p r o u d ,  s t r o n g , 
c o n f i d e n t … )  a n d  o n  t h e  r i g h t  ( c o w e r e d , 
p o o r ,  b e g g i n g … ) ?

•  H o w  d o e s  t h e  c l o t h i n g  o f  t h e  w o m a n  o n  t h e 
l e f t  s y m b o l i s e  I r i s h  c u l t u r e  a n d  i d e n t i t i e s ? 

•  W h a t  i s  t h e  l a n d m a s s  d e p i c t e d  b y  t h e  m a p ? 
[ É i r e  i s  w r i t t e n  a b o v e  i t ]

•  W h a t  i s  t h i s  p o s t e r  s a y i n g  a b o u t  I r e l a n d ’ s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  B r i t a i n ?

•  C o m p a r e  t h e  c o l o u r s  a n d  l e t t e r s  u s e d  o n 
t h e  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  o f  t h e  p o s t e r . 
D o  t h e y  d i f f e r ;  i f  s o ,  w h y ?

•  C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  d e s i g n s  o r  s y m b o l s  t h a t 
p e o p l e  u s e  t o d a y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h a t  t h e y 
b e l o n g  t o  I r e l a n d ? 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT
The  Gae l i c  League  was  par t  o f  the  “Gae l i c 
rev iva l ”  movement .  I t  was  set  up  in  1893  to 
rev ive  the  I r i sh  language ,  which  was  in  severe 
dec l ine  a t  th is  t ime.  Patr i ck  Pearse  succeeded 
Doug las  Hyde  as  pres ident  o f  the  Gae l i c 
League  in  1915 .  At  the  same t ime,  he  jo ined 
the  mi l i tary  commit tee  of  the  I r i sh  Republ i can 
Brotherhood,  which  was  the  lead ing  force  in 
p lann ing  the  Easter  R is ing .  Th is  i s  jus t  one 
example  of  a  person be ing  a  member  of  two 
d i f ferent  I r i sh  organ isat ions  ( cu l tura l  and 
po l i t i ca l ,  mi l i tary )  a t  the  same t ime.  Object ives 
and act iv i t ies  o f  those  organ isat ions  and the i r 
members  o f ten  over lapped. 

MIND-SET OF FORMER GENERATIONS

•  W h y  d i d  t h e  G a e l i c  L e a g u e  w a n t  t o  r e v i v e 
t h e  I r i s h  l a n g u a g e ?

•  What other aspects of the Ir ish tradit ion did 
the Gael ic  League encourage? (music,  dance, 
mythologies,  training teachers in Ir ish)

W h y  j o i n ?

•  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d 
m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  I r e l a n d  i n  1 9 1 5 , 
p r o m o t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s .  W h y  m i g h t  y o u 
h a v e  j o i n e d

»  T h e  G a e l i c  L e a g u e

»  T h e  G a e l i c  A t h l e t i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( G A A )

»  T h e  I r i s h  R e p u b l i c a n  B r o t h e r h o o d  ( I R B )

» The British Army to fight in World War One?

ACTIVITY IN THE MUSEUM

•  U s e  t h e  t o u c h s c r e e n  w i t h  T h e  P o l i t i c s  Q u i z 
i n  t h e  P r o c l a i m i n g  a  R e p u b l i c  e x h i b i t i o n 
t o  d i s c o v e r  w i t h  w h i c h  g r o u p  o r  p o l i t i c a l 
c a u s e  y o u  m a y  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  i n 
1 9 1 6 .

»  T h e  t o u c h s c r e e n  i s  t o  y o u r  l e f t  u p o n 
e n t e r i n g  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n .

RESOURCES
T h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t  w o r k  w a s  m a d e  i n  c r a y o n s  o n 
b r o w n  p a p e r  a n d  c o p i e s  w e r e  t h e n  p r i n t e d 
f r o m  t h i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  s i m i l a r  p o s t e r  k e p t  a t 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y :  
h t t p : / / w w w . n l i . i e

F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  R e c r u i t m e n t  p o s t e r s  a n d 
s u g g e s t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e 
w e b s i t e  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  W a r  M u s e u m  ( U K ) : 
h t t p : / / w w w . i w m . o r g . u k / l e a r n i n g / r e s o u r c e s / f i r s t -
w o r l d - w a r - r e c r u i t m e n t - p o s t e r s 
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